
Key Dates and Resources for the Medicare 
P rescription Drug Plan

D a t e s
October 2005
M e d i c a re Prescription drug plans release information about their plan and 
coverage off e re d

Comparative plan information available from Medicare

M e d i c a re & Yo u handbook becomes available with more information on 
how to sign up

November 15, 2005
First day beneficiaries can enroll in an individual Medicare prescription drug plan 

J a n u a ry 1, 2006

M e d i c a re prescription drug coverage begins for those who signed up by 
December 31, 2005

May 15, 2006

Last day beneficiaries can enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan.  If 
beneficiaries do not enroll by this date, they will have to wait until 
November 15, 2006 to join and they may pay higher premiums. 

R e s o u rc e s
H e re is a list of websites that can help with any additional questions that you 
or your patients may have:

w w w. m e d i c a re . g o v

w w w. s o c i a l s e c u r i t y. g o v or w w w. s s a . g o v
w w w. C M S . h h s . g o v
w w w. M e d i c a re R x E d u c a t i o n . o rg

w w w. k ff . o rg

For information about Medicare and programs specific to seniors:

w w w. a a r p . o rg

or call:

M e d i c a re: 1-800-ME D I C A R E (1-800-633-4227); TTY 1-877-486-2048
Social Security Administration: 1-800-772-1213; TTY 1-800-325-0778
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